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Plea against engineering entrance exams dismissed by
Delhi HC

Press Trust of India | New Delhi | May 22, 2014 5:38 pm

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/plea-against-engineering-entrance-exams-dismissed-by-delhi-hc/

The Delhi High Court has dismissed as withdrawn a PIL seeking to restrain the Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) and Indian Institute of Technology (1IT) from conducting engineering entrance examinations
on the basis of JEE (Main) and JEE (Advanced), 2014.

“The petition is dismissed as withdrawn,” a division bench of Chief Justice G Rohini and Justice R S Endlaw
said after the counsel for the petitioner sought permission to withdraw the case.

The court granted the petitioner permission to withdraw the plea with the liberty to file the petition before
appropriate forum under law.

“How are you aggrieved by the whole matter?...no student has come forward and filed any petition in this
regard,” the court said while dismissing the petition.

The PIL filed by Pushpanjali Das had sought a direction to the CBSE and 16 IITs to “re-conduct JEE (Main),
2014 within a week’s time and not on multiple days.”

It had also sought a direction that the CBSE and the I1Ts be not allowed to go ahead with the JEE as different
sets of question papers for the exams, which would be held on different dates, will not provide equal
opportunities to all students. “The petition is directed against CBSE and 16 IITs for subjecting young deserving
students to discrimination in the competitive examinations whereby an entrance examination in the same year is
being conducted over multiple days with different set of questions.

“This results in questions of varying levels of difficulty on each day, as a result an average student may score
more marks thereby denying a deserving student a chance of getting admission in prestigious premium
Institutes of India,” the petition had said.According to the plea, the CBSE, since 2002, started independent
engineering entrance examination known as AIEEE for admission to 30 NITs and 5 HITs.

to help us personalise your reading experience.

In the year 2012, Human Resources Development Minister Kapil Sibal proposed “One Nation, One Test”
formula for the engineering entrance examination. However, later it was agreed that 11Ts be allowed to conduct
their own examination separately but only for those first 1,50,000 students, who qualify AIEEE based on some
cut-off marks, the petition had said.

The petition had alleged that the recent JEE (Main) 2014, held on different days in April 2014, the result of
which was declared on May 3, has proved how “erratically, arbitrarily and discriminatory”” manner it was
conducted by CBSE.”
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Plea against engineering entrance exams dismissed by Delhi HC

FTI |May 22, 2014, 0b.05 P IST

The Dethi high court has disniszed as udthdroum
a PIL seeking to vestrain the Central Boord of
Secondory Education (CESE) and Idien Instimse
of Technology (HT) from conducting engineering
entrance examinations on the basic of JEE (Main)
and JEE (ddvanced).

provide equal opportunities to all students.

NEW DELHI: The Delhi high court has dismissed as withdrawn a PIL seeking to restrain the Central
Board of 8econdary Education (CESE) and Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) from conducting
engineering entrance examinations on the basis of JEE (Main) and JEE {(Advanced), 2014.

"The petition is dismissed as withdrawn," a division bench of chief justice & Rohini and justice B 8
Endlaw said after the counsel for the petitioner sought permission to withdraw the case.

The court granted the petitioner permission towithdraw the plea with the liberty to file the petition
before appropriate forum under law.

"How are you aggrieved by the whole matter?... no student has come forward and filed any petition i1
this regard,” the court said while dismissing the petition.

The PIL filed by Pushpanjali Das had sought a direction to the CBSE and 16 IITs to "re-conduct JEE
{Main), 2014 within a week's time and not on multiple days.”

It had also sought a direction that the CBSE and the IITs not be allowed to go ahead with the JEE as
different sets of question papers for the exams, which would be held on different dates, will not
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Scored zero in JEE? You're eligible for engineering admission

Friday, 23 May 2014 - 7:00am IST | Agency: DNA
http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-scored-zero-in-jee-you-re-eligible-for-engineering-admission-
1990597

If you are an engineering aspirant from Maharashtra, your seat is confirmed even if you have scored zero or less
in the joint entrance exam (JEE Main) 2014 for which results were declared a fortnight ago.

As per new rules specified by the Directorate of Technical Education (DTE), even candidates scoring zero or
negative marks in JEE will be eligible for admission to engineering courses, provided they score at least 50%
aggregate (45% for reserved category) in physics, chemistry and mathematics (PCM) in their board exams.

A high number of vacant seats in engineering institutions has prompted DTE to relax the norms.

Though over 2.45 lakh candidates appeared in JEE (Main) from Maharashtra as against the 1.5 lakh available
seats in 360 engineering colleges, DTE expects a large number of seats to remain vacant at the end of the
admission season considering the past record.

Over 39,000 seats remained vacant across the state in 2013-14. The trend is attributed to many factors,
including flocking of students to other states and preference to some BSc subjects (computer science and IT) in
good colleges over poorly equipped engineering institutes.

Till last year, the admissions were done through MHT-CET and any score above zero was enough for
eligibility. It was decided to discontinue consideration of MHT-CET score from this year. This year, for the first
time, state will give equal weightage to Std XII marks and JEE score for admission.

"The merit list will be based on 50% weightage to both JEE (Main) and board exam (PCM subjects) marks,"
technical education director Subhash Mahajan said.

Those scoring less than 50% in PCM in board exams won't be eligible. "Till last year, the eligibility criteria
were 45% aggregate for open category and 40% for SC/ST in Std XII board exams. That has been changed to
50% PCM aggregate,” said Mahajan.

He admitted there was confusion among students and parents but advised them to visit the DTE website for
accurate details.

"A government resolution was issued on October 31, 2012, that clarified everything. It also made it clear that
marks of JEE (Advance) would not be taken into consideration. For students hailing from other boards (CBSE,
ICSE), their score will be converted into percentile as per norms of Indian Statistical Institute,”" Mahajan said.

Admissions to even autonomous colleges ICT and VJTI in Matunga will be done through the JEE score and
there will be four rounds of centralised admission process that will begin after the HSC results are declared.

Last year, over 52,400 seats had remained vacant in Maharashtra's 365 colleges, a trend that is being seen for
four to five years. They said confusion over JEE score and the new condition of 50% PCM marks may drive
many away and government would have rethink its decision, just like it did for MBA, where the Common
Management Admission Test had resulted in students preferring to stay away from management courses.
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UGC regulation on deemed varsities unconstitutional: High Court

Special Correspondent
The High Court of Karnataka on Thursday declared as “unconstitutional and invalid” the University Grants

Commission (Institutions Deemed to be Universities) Regulation 2010 pertaining to governance system, ad mission and
fee structure and opening of campuses of deemed-to-be universities in the country.

The High Courtalso quashed the circular issued by the UGC in 2010-11 asking all existing deemed-to-be universities to
comply with the new regulation.

Justice Anand Byrareddy delivered the verdict while allowing petitions filed by Manipal, Siddartha, KLE, BLDE,
Devaraj Urs, Yenepova and Symbiosis universities challenging the constitutionality and legality of the regulation.

The universities had contended that the regulation besides illegally intruding into the rights of the trusts and persons
associated with them and who have set up these institutions, interfered with the ad ministration and admission
processes of these private unaided institutions in gross violation of a series of dicta of the Supreme Court.

However, the Union government and the UGC argued that the regulation was aimed at ushering in transparency,
accountability and quality in these universities.

Accepting the contentions of the universities, the High Court said that the regulation was in vielation of the Supreme
Court's verdicts in T.M.A. Pai Foundation, P.A. Inamdar and other cases as it would take away the control from the
managements of private institutes over the admission process and also fixation of fee structure.

Interference either by the UGC or the Union government in these processes of private unaided and minority
educational institutions through the regulation is impermissible, the High Court said.

Pointing out that it was not the UGC that authored the regulation but the Ministry concerned, the High Court said that

by such an action, the UGC had abdicated its discretion to frame regulations, and hence the regulation was also in
violation of Section 26 of the UGC Act.

Keywords: University Grants Commission, deemed universities, UGC regulation, Karnataka High Court

Printable version | May 23, 2014 10:11:46 AM | http://www.thehindu.com/news /national/karnataka/ugec-regulation-
on-deemed-varsities-unconstitutional-high-court/article6037626.ece
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AICTE launches job portal
R. Sujatha
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Screenshot shows homepage of AICTE's job portal. Designed for educational institutions in Tier-ll and Tier-lll cities, the portal allows
students/companies to access and upload the profiles of each other.

To ensure that studenis in non-metros are not left out of the race

In a bid to ensure that students in non-metros are not left out of the race to lucrative jobs, the All India Council for
Technical Education (ATCTE) has launched a job portal linking students and companies. Designed for educational
institutions in Tier-II and Tier-III cities, the portal allows students/companies to access and upload the profiles of each
other.

Depending on the vacancy and suitability of the candidates, the companies would invite them to online tests followed
by personal interview. Some college placement officers say the AICTE had announced this initiative in 2012. The portal
will cover over seven million candidates across the country.

5. Mohamed Tajudeen, Director of Placement in B.S. Abdur Rahman University, says the initiative by the AICTE has
come when there are already several independent job portals functioning in the country.

According to him, colleges in cities, which have access to a good number of companies, recruit students through
campus recruitments or off-campus programimes.

“We are trving to check if companies such as TCS and Cognizant will also join the portal. Such companies conduct
online tests for more than one lakh students at one go and recruit candidates as per their requirements,” Mr. Tajudeen
said.

The job portal will be a boon to students in Tier-IT and Tier-I1I cities, where recruiters hardly visit, said an industry
source. The portal, being the first-of-its-kind initiative, would encounter stiff competition once it got popularised.

Forinstance Anna University, which has a dedicated placement cell, involves all colleges affiliated to it to participate in
placement programmes. In the year-long process, the university officials collaborate with the affiliated colleges and the
industry on a regular basis.

P. Ananthakrishnan, place ment officer at Sri Krishna Engineering College, which is one of the institutions that has
access to the portal, says: “Usually we organise campus placements by coordinating with companies. Now, the AICTE
will offer details of students online and the companies will directly call them...we are not sure how successful this
exercise will be. We have just started.”

Kevwords: AICTE job portal, non-metro students
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HT Indore

KALAM TO BE
CHIEF GUEST

ATIIT-INDORE
CONVOCATION

HT Correspondent

» editorbhopal@hin dustaniimes.com

INDORE: The second convo-
cation of IIT-Indore will be
held on June 5 on Simrol
campus. Apart from the 117
students from the B Tech
batch six other students pursu-
ing PhD will also be handed
over their degrees at the func-
tion.

Former President APJ
Abdul Kalam will be the chief
guest on the occasion. Kalam
would present medals and
letters of appreciation to the
students.

Also it is expected that
a series of other eminent
speakers would also attend
the convocation and motivate
the students.

“A pmmml needs to he fol-
lowed regarding the speakers
and guests who will attend
the function. So we are final-
ising some names, hopefully
some eminent personalities
will attend the convocation,”
said Nirmala Menon, PRO IIT-
Indore.

She said, “The number of
PhD students passing out
might increase with time, as
submissions and a number of
things are in line."
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[IT, 11Sc and IIMA faculties urge new Govt to set up Telecom
R&Development Fund

Delay will cost dearly & time is just ripe for us to shape the contours of future telecom evolution

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/iits-iisc-and-iima-faculties-urge-new-govt-to-
set-up-telecom-research-development-fund-revised-114052201190 1.html

T E Narasimhan | Chennai

May 22, 2014 Last Updated at 18:16 IST

Faculty Members from 1ITs, 11Sc and IIMA have urged the new Government to set-up a new Telecom Research
and Development Fund (TRDF) and Telecom Entrepreneurship Development Fund (TEDF). Delay in setting up
such funds will cost us dearly and time is just ripe for us to shape the contours of future telecom evolution, the
said.

ALSO READ: New govt has opportunity to bring changes in telecom: PwC

In a statement, signed by 35 faculty members from various I1Ts, 1IMs and I1Sc, stated in National Telecom
Policy (NTP) 2012 it was proposed to create funds for product development, IPR generation and manufacturing.
These funds include Telecom Research and Development Fund or TRDF (to promote R&D towards IPR and
promote product development), TEDF (to promote start-ups in the area) and Telecom manufacturing promotion
fund or TMPF (to promote manufacturing in India).

A committee was also set up by DoT to develop the blue print of TRDF, TEDF and TMPF and a reported was
submitted by the committee in early 2013.

ALSO READ: Won't invest in telecom sector again: Analjit Singh

"The government funding for telecom product development will create pull-through effect for overall
electronics manufacturing eco-system thereby resulting in reduced import-bill and bridging of trade deficit. The
growth of telecom manufacturing sector will also result in large scale job creation,” said the statement.

"We are not asking for anything new, but that which was already there in the planning commission's document.
We have submitted a representation with the Union Ministry for its consideration,” said Ashok Jhunjhunwala, a
Professor in the Department of Electrical Engineering, Indian Institute of Technology (11T) Madras and who
was head of a committee which submitted a report on the methodology of implementing these funds.

"It is the responsibility of the government to take the initiative in investing in Research and Development. We
have been importing all the equipments from overseas all these years," he added.

ALSO READ: Small towns to see more hiring in telecom sector: Experts

Apart from the economic angle, there is strategic angle as well. Imported telecom equipment can pose big
security threat. Today, telecom networks are considered as strategic infrastructure. Equipment deployed in such
networks could have potential malware in it, which could even be triggered from outside India. This could
seriously jeopardise national security, they added.

The government has garnered huge funding through spectrum auctions, telecom revenue-share and licensing
charges and likely to earn even more through auctions and licensing fees. It is imperative that a part of these
earnings is used to strengthen Indian IPRs, telecom products and manufacturing. The government must create
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and operationalise TRDF, TEDF and TMPF without any delay. The strengthening of telecom product and
entrepreneurship ecosystem will have long-term fiscal benefits.

ALSO READ: Strong volumes set to drive telcos' Q4 earnings growth

They added the Fund will catalyse the manufacturing eco-system and make us self-reliant in telecom
technology for commercial and national strategic use. "This will also realise our potential to become a global
technology player. The delay in setting up such funds will cost us dearly. Time is just ripe for us to shape the
contours of future telecom evolution," they said.

Background

The Indian Telecom sector has been growing in the last two decades. Today, the total number of cell phone
subscriptions is in excess of 850 million. The total revenue due to mobile services is more than Rs 1.70 lakh
crore per year.

Tele-density in the country is close to 75 per cent, making India the second largest telecom market in the world,
next to China.

"However this growth story has been scripted largely with significant dependence on equipment imports," said
the faculties.

Demand for telecom equipment was close to a whopping Rs 75,000 crore in 2012-13 and projected to grow to
more than Rs 1.70 lakh crore by 2019-20. A majority of this demand is met by imports and the telecom trade
deficit stands at 70 per cent of the total demand implying thereby that the majority of equipment being bought
by telecom operators is manufactured outside India.

ALSO READ: IT & telecom sector saw substantial growth: Nasscom

To this one needs to add the import of subscriber equipment, including cell-phones, tablets and lap-tops used to
access the telecom network. In 2013, about 150 million cell phones were imported at a total value of nearly Rs
30,000 crore.

"There is a high outflow of foreign exchange. Our growth story has been driven more by increased consumption
of imported technologies and products rather than by innovations within the country,"” said the facilities.

Despite India being recognised for large talent pools of system, software and chip design engineers, even in
some equipment, manufactured or developed in India, the components and devices are almost always 100 per
cent imported, and Indian Intellectual Property (IP) embedded in the equipment is marginal.
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